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Democrat 
ends bid 
for seat 
in U.S. 
House 


BY LINDSAY WISE 
AND BRYAN LOWRY 


McClatchy Washington Bureau 
and The Kansas City Star 


WASHINGTON 

Democratic congressional 
candidate Andrea Ramsey will 
drop out of the race after The 
Kansas City Star asked her about 
accusations in a 2005 lawsuit 
that she sexually harassed and 
retaliated against 
a male subordi- 
nate who said he 
had rejected her 
advances. 

Multiple sources 
with knowledge of 
the case told The 
Star that the man 
reached a settle- 
ment with La- 
bOne, the company where Ram- 
sey was executive vice president 
of human resources. Court docu- 
ments show that the man, Gary 
Funkhouser, and LabOne agreed 
to dismiss the case permanently 
after mediation in 2006. 

Ramsey, a 56-year-old retired 
business executive from Lea- 
wood, was one of the Democratic 
candidates vying to challenge 
Republican Rep. Kevin Yoder in 
2018 in Kansas’ 3rd District. 

She was running with the en- 
dorsement of Emily’s List, a 
liberal women’s group that has 
raised more than a half-million 
dollars to help female candidates 
who support abortion rights. 

Ramsey dropped out on Fri- 
day, her campaign said. 

“Tn its rush to claim the high 
ground in our roiling national 
conversation about harassment, 
the Democratic Party has imple- 
mented a zero tolerance stan- 
dard,” Ramsey said ina 
statement Friday. “For me, that 
means a vindictive, terminated 
employee’s false allegations are 
enough for the Democratic Con- 
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COSCTO ATTACK 


KCK Police Captain 
Michael Howell says he 
heard the gunman 
announce, “...I’m here to 
kill people.” 3A 


BUSINESS 


UMKC UNVEILS 
BUILDING PROJECT 


The university will add a 
$32 million center for its 
School of Computing and 
Engineering. 5A 
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James rips council’s KCI 
vote: ‘a stain on this city’ 


kmyers@kcstar.com 


Kansas City Mayor Sly James on Friday blasted the City Council over its rejection of a proposed memorandum of understanding between 
the city and Edgemoor, the would-be developer of a new KCI terminal. 


KC mayor says move was ‘a sham, but council 
members say they were looking for a better deal 


BY STEVE VOCKRODT, BILL 
TURQUE AND LYNN HORSLEY 


The Kansas City Star 


Mayor Sly James on Friday 
vented about the Kansas City 
Council’s rejection of a proposed 
agreement with the would-be 
developer of a new KCI termi- 
nal, suggesting that the politick- 
ing that led to it meant he could 
no longer trust members of the 
council. 

“That seems like an ambush 
and I’m not going to be nice 
about it,” James said during an 
interview with The Star at Union 
Station. 

“Tt was a bad political move 
that puts a stain on this city I’ve 
worked six-and-a-half years to 


avoid. It’s a bad way to govern 
and it is a sham of a process 
when you do this.” 

James and three other council 
members — Jolie Justus, Jer- 
maine Reed and Katheryn 
Shields — were outmaneuvered 
Thursday evening by a veto- 
proof majority of council mem- 
bers. 

Those council members felt 
that a memorandum of under- 
standing between the city and 
Edgemoor Infrastructure & Real 
Estate was slim on details and 
hefty in potential financial liabil- 
ity to the city if the firm walks 
away from the deal. By a 9-4 
vote, the agreement was tossed 
overboard. 

When asked if the vote was 


the result of a failure in lead- 
ership on his part, James deflect- 
ed the blame to the council. 

“You can’t lead people you 
can’t trust. And if you can’t trust 
them, you can’t rely on what 
they say,” James said as he 
issued a fierce broadside against 
the council. “You can’t lead 
people who sneak.” 

Council members who reject- 
ed the deal said they weren’t 
playing politics, but instead were 
looking to get a better deal. 

“T would rather have the hue 
and cry before we knock down a 
terminal than when we’re in the 
project,” said Scott Wagner, 
mayor pro tem and often a 
James ally. “That’s where the 
due diligence up front comes in.” 


Councilman Lee Barnes on 
Thursday, after casting the 
agreement aside, introduced a 
measure to call off further nego- 
tiations with Edgemoor. James 
on Friday assigned that resolu- 
tion to the Airport Committee, 
which is expected to debate it 
next week. 

Mindful of the possibility that 
Edgemoor’s days on the $1 
billion project could be num- 
bered, AECOM, the lead compa- 
ny in KCI Partnership, said on 
Friday it’s ready to work on the 
project. 

KCI Partnership was the run- 
ner-up in the KCI procurement 
process that ended with Edge- 
moor earning the rights to nego- 
tiate a contract with the city. 

“There is no time for delay,” 
read a KCI Partnership state- 
ment. “We anxiously await the 
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With Rubio and Corker 
on board, GOP speeds 
ahead with tax plan 


BY JIM TANKERSLEY 
AND THOMAS KAPLAN 


New York Times 


WASHINGTON 
Republican lawmakers Fri- 
day secured enough votes to 
pass the most sweeping tax 
overhaul in decades, putting 
them on the cusp of their first 
significant legislative victory as 
party leaders geared up to pass 
a $1.5 trillion tax cut along 
party lines and send it to Presi- 
dent Donald Trump by Christ- 


mas. 
A day after the bill’s fate 
seemed somewhat in doubt, 
Republican leaders notched 
two wins Friday, when Sen. 
Marco Rubio, R-Fla., said he 
would vote yes after winning a 
more generous child tax credit 
in the final bill and Sen. Bob 
Corker, R-Tenn., who voted 
against the initial Senate bill 
over deficit concerns, said he 
would support the legislation 
despite the cost of the tax cuts. 
The bill also won praise from 


Sen. Susan Collins of Maine, 
leaving it likely to pass with all 
52 Senate Republicans in sup- 
port. 

The unexpected support 
from Corker, who had opposed 
the initial Senate legislation 
over concerns about its impact 
on the deficit, put the Repub- 
licans on the 1-yard line in the 
final seconds of the tax bill 
debate. Lawmakers plan to 
vote on the bill next week. 

On Friday, as details 
emerged about the final bill, it 
became clear that the agree- 
ment would provide slightly 
more generous tax breaks to 
low- and middle-income Amer- 
icans by reducing some bene- 
fits for higher earners, one of 
several tweaks intended to 
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SENATOR RUNS 
FOR GOVERNOR 
IN KANSAS 


Laura Kelly is the first 
woman and fourth 
Democrat to enter the 
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